A four-parameter generalization of the Gompertz curve suitable for somatic growth.
A four-parameter generalization of the Gompertz curve is proposed which passes through the origin with respect to total age and is often more suitable for somatic growth than the three-parameter Gompertz curve. Applied to published cross-sectional data on 44 male white rats, the new curve differs from another four-parameter curve proposed earlier by Jolicoeur and Pirlot (1988) in that it does not involve initial growth delays and it avoids an arbitrary assumption concerning the initial curvature, but it nevertheless yields approximately similar descriptions of chronological growth and complex allometry. The new four-parameter version of the Gompertz curve may be useful in cases where other growth curves do not provide a satisfactory fit.